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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



Virginia Historical Society 



Annual Meeting held January i, igog. 



The annual meeting was held in the Hall of the House of 
Delegates in the State Capitol, with Captain W. Gordon Mc- 
Cabe in the Chair. 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 8:30 P. M., 
and after referring to the absence of a President, introduced 
the speaker, Dr. H. Morse Stephens, of the University of 
California. The subject of the address was "The Napoleonic 
Empire versus Napoleon. A study in Historical Perspective." 

Dr. Stephens' learned and eloquent address was heard with 
deep interest by an audience composed not only of members 
of the Society, but of other citizens of Richmond. 

At the conclusion of the address the Chairman read the 
annual report of the Executive Committee, which is usually 
submitted by the President. It is as follows: 

The Annual Report. 

The sad event which occurred a little over a month ago 
deprived not only this Society, but this community, of one of 
its most intelligently active citizens. The press, the differ- 
ent organizations with which he was connected — indeed 
the people in all departments and walks of life, have spon- 
taneously given loving evidence of the esteem in which 
our late President was held. On this anniversary of our 
Society, all who have assembled here for years will miss him 
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this evening — sadly miss his presence here; will miss the 
privilege of hearing the enthusiastic, the vigorous, yes, the 
triumphant reading of the annual report of this Society by 
one whose heart was in every word he uttered. How he would 
pause in the report, and in a conversational tone, with heartfelt 
delight, emphasize each item which gave evidence of interest 
on the part of the public in the work which was being done 
and in the prosperous condition of the institution over which 
he presided. 

We, my friends, who were associated with him are better 
able to tell of his worth, and the Acting President has ap- 
pointed a Committee from our Board to recount some, at 
least, of the good, loving work which he accomplished while 
serving this Society as its chief officer. 

I will now proceed to read the annual report. 

A year ago there was good reason for fear that this So- 
ciety might be seriously affected by the extreme business de- 
pression, as membership in a historical society is regarded 
by so many people as a luxury to be dispensed with when 
there is need to economize. It is very pleasant to state, how- 
ever, that the panic has injured us so little as almost to be 
negligible. 

We were probably prevented from getting a few mem- 
bers, and it is known from the letters of most of those who 
have resigned that their action has been caused by hard times. 

We have, again during this year, had a severe loss from 
deaths, which have been sixteen in number. 

As usual we have had to drop some of those ladies and 
gentlemen who seem willing to receive the publications of the 
Society, but ignore year after year bills sent them. 

The repetition is wearying, but we must again call atten- 
tion to the fact that there is no excuse for any one to remain 
a member of the Society a day longer than he or she feels 
able to pay dues. A resignation is accepted at any time on 
payment of dues to its date. 
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With losses from all causes since last year our net de- 
crease is only six, the present membership being 746. 

Finance. 

Our efficient Treasurer, Mr. Robt. A. Lancaster, Jr., is 
enabled this year to make a very gratifying report. It is as 
follows : 

Treasurer's Report. 

Balance in bank November 30, 1907 $ 242 16 

Receipts. 

Annual dues foiOii 39 

Life members 200 00 

Sale of Magazines 290 65 

Interest 51092 

Sale of Publications 127 25 

Miscellaneous sources ■ 4 00 

Advertising 45 00 

Gift of Byam K. Stevens, Esq., for Permanent 

Fund 400 00 

Bequest of Edward Wilson James, Esq., for Per- 
manent Fund, estimated value 3,375 00 

7,964 21 

|8,2o6 47 

Disbursements. 

Salaries |i ,761 58 

Wages 240 00 

For use at Jamestown Exposition 25 00 

Check unpaid 5 00 

Postage and express iii 75 

Repairs 131 86 

Sundry bills 277 30 

Insurance 55 00 

Magazine and other printing r, 1 14 50 

Certificate of deposit for Permanent Fund 700 00 

James bequest to Permanent Fund 3,375 00 

Attorney's fee in James' will case 150 00 

Payment in error returned < 5 00 

Book cases , 36 50 

Books, stationary and binding 41 00 

$8,029 49 

Balance in bank November 30, 1908 $ 176 98 
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Permanent Fund. 

Three per cent, bank certificate | 900 00 

Three per cent. Virginia Century Bond 100 00 

Mortgage 5% running three years from May 10, 1907 5,000 00 

Fifteen shares stock Citizens Bank of Norfolk, Va., paying 

ten per cent, dividends, estimated value 3,375 00 

$9,375 00 



It should be stated that $182.92 of the interest reported 
were accrued dividends on the James' bequest. Since the end 
of the fiscal year that part of the permanent fund, which was 
in bank certificates and a Virginia Century Bond, both pay- 
ing three per cent., has been converted into a $1,000 real estate 
mortgage paying five per cent. Three hundred ($300) dol- 
lars of the amount added to the permanent fund during the 
past year was appropriated from the regular income of the So- 
ciety. The donation of our very generous friend, Mr. Byam 
K. Stevens, of New York city (to whom we now owe $500 of 
the fund), the bequest of our colleague Mr. James, and the ap- 
propriation by the Society has increased our permanent fund 
during the past fiscal year by the very considerable amount 
of $4,075. 

Nor is this the only reason for gratitude. In 1907, omit- 
ting bookkeeping entries made necessary by altering the invest- 
ment of part of the permanent fund, and amounts given by the 
Exposition Company, the Colonial Dames, and the A. V. P. 
A., for specific purposes, and which were entirely expended 
for such purposes, the receipts were: — 

From gift to the permanent fund, $100. From the regu- 
lar sources of income of the Society, $3,840.93. A total of 

$3>940.93- 

During 1908, the gifts to the permanent fund amounted 
to $3,775, and income from other sources $4,189.21, a total of 
$7,964.21. 

The income from regular sources this year exceeded that 
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of last year by $348.28, or if we deduct the accrued interest 
on the James' bequest, by $165.36. 

Such a result during a panic year it most gratifying, and 
is a fine evidence of the position this Society holds in the es- 
timation of its members and other friends. 

Since the end of the fiscal year and since this report was 
submitted to the Executive Committee, Mr. Stevens has given 
$ioo.co more to the permanent fund, making his gifts amount 
to $600.00. 

The Society's building, dear to us as our first permanent 
home, as having come to us chiefly through the influence of 
our late beloved President, and as the residence of Gen. R. E. 
Lee, has, during the year required and received many repairs. 
The roofs, the three massive porches rising one above the 
other in the rear of the main building, the brick wall in sev- 
eral places in the rear building, and the flues in one of the 
chimneys have been repaired or renewed. The work on the 
back porches, which had begun in some places to show signs 
of decay, was quite extensive; but the most serious question 
in regard to the house, which the Executive Committee had 
to meet, arose from the building on the lots immediately ad- 
joining to the west of the house, to be used as a temporary 
postoffice. 

The excavations for foundations were to come so close 
to the western wing of our building, that it was very neces- 
sary that minute attention should be given to our walls dur- 
ing the course of the work, and every protection which might 
be needed, promptly given. As soon as it was announced that 
the work of clearing away the houses in the lots to be used 
for the temporary postofiice would be begun, a sub-commit- 
tee was appointed to look after the interest of the Society 
and the protection of our building. The thanks of the Society 
are due to Mr. C. V. Meredith, the chairman of the sub-com- 
mittee, for his constant and vigilant attention to the duties 
devolved upon his committee. A prominent contractor and 
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builder was engaged to watch and protect our walls in any 

way necessary. 

Gifts. 

The Society is indebted for gifts or loans of objects of 
historical interest, manuscripts, or books to the following la- 
dies and gentlemen : Mr. St. Geo. T. C. Bryan, brother of our 
beloved President, has evinced a constant interest in the So- 
ciety. Among his gifts have been an ancient door-bell from 
"The Glebe" in Gloucester county; a Virginia penny of 1773; 
forty-two letters written in the early part of the Nineteenth 
Century, by Miles C. Wills, manager for the Gary family, of 
"Carysbrook," Fluvanna county, and containing interesting 
matter in regard to planting and economic conditions. 

Mrs. Joseph Bryan gave an English stone weight, form- 
erly one of the Colonial standard weights of Amherst county. 

The largest gift of MSS came from Mr. Herbert Du 
Puy, of Pittsburg, Pa. These papers, 954 in number, com- 
prize the business correspondence of Henry Banks, who was 
a prominent merchant of Richmond, from the period of the 
Revolution. Thev refer to business matters and land specula- 
tions from Charleston to Philadelphia and contain a great 
amount of material valuable to the student of the commerce 
of the times. To our collection of articles of personal use in 
days past was added a very old and quaint embroidered purse 
given by Mrs. M. W. Smithson, of this city. 

Other donors of MSS were Mrs. Norman V. Randolph, 
of this city, and Mr. Wyndham R. Meredith, who represent- 
ing the owner, gave a very interesting memoir of Conway 
Robinson, by Col. T. H. Ellis, together with notes by various 
persons on the bench and bar of Richmond in the past. 

Mr. Robert Beverley Herbert gave a book plate of Wil- 
liam Beverley, of Blandfield, with his arms and the inscription 
"Mr. Beverley, Trin. College;" and Messrs. A. G. Anthony 
and A. G. Anthony, Jr., of this city, gave a musket marked, 
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"Virginia Armory, Richmond, 1814." This is probably one 
of the very few remaining weapons manufactured at the old 
State armory. 

Prof. William M. Fontaine, of the University of Virginia, 
has loaned to the Society that very interesting Huguenot relic, 
one of the original narratives in French, written by Rev. James 
Fontaine, who escaped from France at the time of the revo- 
cation of the edict of Nantes. 

Mr. Rpbert Reade Thruston, of Gloucester, has de- 
posited several very old MSS. relating to that county. 

Additions to the Library. 

The additions to our Library in books and pamphlets 
have probably been more numerous and valuable than in any 
preceding year. The additions number 686. Especial note 
should be made of the donation of Mr. Isaac Davenport, Jr., 
who gave 103 volumes of valuable books and has indicated 
his intention of further favoring the Society in this way. 

Mrs. F. T. Boykin, of this city, gave during the year 
twenty volumes, most of them very old and interesting works. 

Among those to whom thanks are due, chiefly for books 
and pamphlets, but in some cases photograph views, etc., are 
Mrs. F. A. Walke, Mr. Heth Lorton, Dr. S. C. Mitchell, The 
Chicago Historical Society, Capt. W. Gordon McCabe, Judge 
Geo. L. Christian, Hon. John Lamb, The John Carter Brown 
Library, Mrs. W. G. Standard, Mr. Gherandi Davis, The Wy- 
oming Commemorative Association, Dr. Elmor J. Miller, Vir- 
ginia State Bar Association, The Swedish Historical Society 
of Chicago; Mr. Malcom Macbeath, St. Nicholas Society of 
New York, Princeton University, President Lyon G. Tyler, 
National Society of Colonial Wars, Mr. J. S. Moore, Dr. L. 
V. Brooks, Mr. F. F. A. Jermain, Mrs. Susan C. Christie, 
Hon. Chauncey M. Depew, Mr. F. M. Farquhar, Mr. J. G. 
Leach, Prof. C. L. Beer, Dr. J. S. McMaster, Dr. B. W. 
Green, Mr. R. Winder Johnston, Mr. Clarence M. Burton, Mr. 
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Lawrence Washington, Burrows Brothers, etc., Mr. John D. 
Williams, Mr. A. C. Gordon, Lodge No. 2 F. & A. A. M., 
Philadelphia; the publishers of "Corks & Curls" at the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, Professor J. W. Wayland, Washington, 
D. C, Society of Colonial Wars and Association for Preser- 
vation of Virginia Antiquities. 

Considerable work has been done this year in collecting 
the very numerous pamphlets in the custody of the Society 
and placing them in binders. There is much more of this 
yet to be done. Many of the very valuable periodicals ob- 
tained by exchange have been bound in past years, but there 
is a very considerable mass which still remains as issued. 
During the fall these were collected and a preliminary ar- 
rangement of them made. They will be bound as the means 
of the Society will permit; until this is done they will be 
placed together in chronological order so that they may be 
readily accessible. 

There is not at present shelf room for all of these pamph- 
lets and historical periodicals if they were bound. During 
the year the committee bought several sectional cases and 
these, together with some shelving in the third story, placed 
at the cost of a member of the Society, will enable us for some 
months to come to care for volumes already bound or which 
come in during that time. 

Additional shelving might be placed which would accom- 
modate all of the pamphlets and periodicals now in our pos- 
session, or what are likely to be received during the year. 

The inability of the Jamestown Exposition Company to 
meet all of its obligations prevented it from carrying out its 
promise to our Society to pay for rebinding all the numerous 
MSS which were taken out for exhibition. This failure 
made it necessary for the work to be done by the Society. It 
was found that the best way to restore the MSS would be to 
mount them by entirely flexible and transparent hinges on 
sheets of paper larger than the MSS so as to serve as a guard. 
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This work is being done by the Librarian and his assistant. 
One volume has been completed and the sheets so arranged, 
bound, and another volume is well under way. The work 
requires care and time but will be finished at an early date. 

Among the papers devised to the Society by the late 
Cassius F. Lee, was a large number of MSS chiefly of letters 
written by members of the Lee family. Part of these copies 
were in ink on paper with an inch margin, and others were in 
pencil, written close up to the edge of the sheet. The first 
class, has been bound and the others mounted in the manner 
before described. These Lee transcripts have been referred 
to, as frequently perhaps, as any papers in our collection and 
having them bound will be of great assistance to students. 
During the past year the letters of Richard Henry Lee were 
copied to form part of the edition of his papers which is pro- 
jected. This will be a very valuable addition to American 
Historical Literature. 

Publications. 

The desire of the committee that the publication of a 
volume of the magazine should coincide with the calendar 
year instead of beginning with the July numbers as here-to- 
fore, was carried into effect by making the numbers for July 
and October, a separate volume. Volume 17 will begin with 
the number for January, 1909, and end with that for October 
of the same year. This two-number volume has, of course, 
a title page, table of contents, and full index. 

As usual the magazine has been confined chiefly to hitherto 
unpublished documents, the true sources of our history. 
The publication of the minutes of council in Executive Ses- 
sions 1737-66, from fragmentary Journals in the State ar- 
chieves, was completed during the year. 

There is much lacking for a full knowledge of the history 
of Virginia during the French and Indian war, especially after 
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the close of Dinwiddie's administration, when we lose the aid 
of his valuable letters. 

Full copies of the council journals exist in the British 
Public Record office — and transcripts of these, together with 
the letters and other papers from Virginia during the period 
— are much needed material for knowledge of our history. 

The Journals we have printed, though imperfect, have 
been of much value especially in regard to the history of the 
Western portion of this colony, and of the French and Indian 
war. An interesting contribution of documents on this lat- 
ter subject was also made during the year by Mr. Chas. E. 
Kemper. 

The last of the copies from Virginia Seventeenth Century 
records in the Library of Congress wa^ printed in the Janu- 
ary, 1908 magazine. These papers treated largely of the pro- 
tection of the colony and of commerce during the war between 
England and Holland, 1665, etc. 

In April, Dr. A. J. Morrison contributed a series of well 
selected and annotated extracts from the letters of Roger 
Atkinson, a prominent merchant of Petersburg. These give 
much information on business and politics between 1769 and 
1776. 

Probably no MSS. collection has been of greater value, 
or more frequently consulted by students of our Seventeenth 
Century History, than the volume in our library, known as 
the Randolph Manuscript. Much that it contains has been 
printed in widely divided places, and there is an equal amount 
which has never been in print. In the April number of the 
magazine, was begun a complete publication of the unprinted 
portions, together with a full list of papers already published, 
including a reference to the places where they may be found, 
We deem this perhaps as important a piece of work as we 
have yet undertaken. 

Other useful contributions to Seventeenth Century sources, 
have been made in the publication of the Sainsbury ab- 
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stracts and full copies from the McDonald and Dejarnette 
papers, Virginia State Library. 

The period of the outbreak of the Revolution has been il- 
lustrated by the Legislative papers, which are the important 
documents sent to the Convention Assembly, etc., in 1774, 
1775 and 1776. These papers contain a vast amount of most 
interesting information in regard to the time they cover. 

For the Revolution, there have been the Army Orders, 
1777-78, and the pension declarations which tell of the mi- 
litia service of which so little is known. 

The "Gleanings" in England, kindly furnished by Mr. 
Lothrop Withington, have been published throughout the 
year, and to judge from comments made by many members, 
are regarded as among the most interesting features of the 
magazine. 

There have been numerous other articles of interest 
which time will not permit us to mention, and for the same 
reason, the section containing notes and queries, genealogies, 
reviews, etc., must be passed with the simple statement that 
they have been up to the usual standard. 

During the coming year it is proposed to publish large 
instalments of the "Randolph Manuscript" and to continue 
the Sainsbury abstracts and copies from the McDonald and 
Dejarnette papers. A large part of these papers will treat 
of the period, 1641 and 1660, during which so much of our 
history is obscure. 

After the well-known "Calendar of Virginia State Pa- 
pers" was completed, a number of important papers were 
found which would have been included in the calendar, had 
they been found in time. We have had for some years copies 
of these important documents and propose to print them in 
the coming year. Also included in the list for 1909, is a copy 
of a MS volume in the Virginia State archieves containing 
important commissions, letters, etc., 1690-98. 

It is very gratifying to the committee to feel that we are 
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at last within not distant view of the time when all the Vir- 
ginia Seventeenth Century records in public offices, or in the 
collection of this Society, with the exception of council and 
assembly journals, will be printed, either in full copies or in 
abstracts. 

When the Sainsbury Abstracts, the McDonald and De- 
Jarnett papers, the Randolph Manuscript and the miscella- 
neous Virginia records, referred to, have been published by our 
Society, and the early Virginia records in the Library of Con- 
gress printed, as is proposed, by that library, students will 
have access to the material for a true history of Virginia in 
the Seventeenth Century. 

Of course, the council and assembly records are of very 
great importance, but it is hoped that the copying and publi- 
cation will be done by the State of Virginia in the same careful 
manner in which the late Eighteenth Century Journals of the 
House of Burgesses have been printed. 

The Legislative papers, with their valuable information 
in regard to the early years of the Revolution, will be con- 
tinued. A very interesting portion of the papers is the series 
of reports by Col. William Christian, of his campaign against 
the Cherokees in 1776. This important expedition secured 
the frontier for some years at a very critical period of the 
war, but no reports have ever been printed. It has sometimes 
been believed that these reports were lost. 

The history of the Revolution will be given in the Army 
Orders, 1777-78, which will treat of the movements of Wash- 
ington's army on leaving Valley Forge, and the Virginia pen- 
sion declarations will tell how and where the militia of vari- 
ous counties served. 

These are only a part of the valuable documents whose 
publication has already received the approval of the commit- 
tee and which have not been used. 

As in previous years the papers printed in our magazines 
have been constantly used by writers on Virginia history. It 
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can be stated with confidence, that no book on Virginia his- 
tory, can now be published, which does not show how useful 
our magazine has been to the author. This has been one of 
the chief objects of the Society, and it is a source of deep grati- 
fication to us that our purpose is to this extent carried out. 
Many students have also used our manuscripts at the rooms 
of the Society. 

Deaths. 

Joseph Bryan, Richmond, Va., President. 
William Josiah Leake, Richmond, Va., Member Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

Annual Members. 

Miss Frances M. G. Campe, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Captain Marion J. Dimmock. 

A. A. Folsom, Brookline, Mass. (died 1907.) 

Mrs. O. F. Hauser, Helena Montana (died 1907.) 

Mrs. W. D. Judkins, Danville, Va. 

Mrs. Geo. A. Lyon, Richmond, Va. 

James Mosher, Washington, D. C. 

W. H. Snowden, Arcturus, Va. 

Mrs. D. M. Simson, New York, N. Y. 

Rev. A. E. Stone, La Porte, Ind. 

Edward P. Valentine, Richmond, Va. 

Everett Waddey, Richmond, Va. 

Col. John H. Ward, Louisville, Ky. 

Charles A. Welch, Boston, Mass. 

This is one of the largest lists of deaths which the So- 
ciety has had to deplore, but far more than these mere num- 
bers was the character and influence of those who have been 
taken from us. This it is that makes it the saddest year in our 
history. 

The Society's sense of sorrow and of its great loss in the 
deaths of its President, and of one of the most active and use- 
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ful members of its Executive Committee will be more fittingly 
set forth in the memorials which will be published in the 
magazine. 

Our Society has for many years had a large member- 
ship of ladies and they have always been active agents in pro- 
moting our progress, but the quiet life of a woman rarely 
gives opportunity for comment such as is made here. An ex- 
ception should be made, however, in the case of Mrs. Lyon; 
every work for charity, for the preservation of our antiquities 
or history, or indeed any work for public good, appealed to 
her generous sympathy and indefatigable energy. As a leader 
in all such, she will long be missed. 

Mr. Folsom and Mr. Welch were prominent citizens of 
Massachusetts, who had long been interested members of our 
Society. To Captain Folsom we were frequently indebted 
for gifts of books and pamphlets. 

Mr. Snowden had studied closely the local antiquities of 
the interesting neighborhood of Alexandria, and published 
valuable information in regard to them, and Rev. Dr. Stone 
was well-known to many people throughout the country as 
the Secretary and one of the leading spirits of the Stone Fam- 
ily Association. 

Mr. Everett Waddey, one of Richmond's leading business 
men, was for many years a member and good friend of the 
Society, as was Col. Ward, of Louisville, whose close atten- 
tion to his profession, the law, which he practiced with great 
success, did not prevent him from giving time to historical 
investigations. Edward Pleasants Valentine, who died in 
the prime of his manhood, was the successful head of 
a great business; he was foremost in every work for 
the good of the city, and was perhaps the most active 
of the Trustees of the Museum founded by his father, 
but that phase of his activity which can be most properly re- 
ferred to here was his deep and most intelligent interest in 
Virginia history. He had for a number of years employed 
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competent persons to make copies and extracts from the Vir- 
ginia county records and State archieves, and these papers 
he had arranged and studied with unsurpassed zeal and intel- 
ligence. It was his purpose to take as a text the history of 
some thirty or forty Virginia families of varying social stand- 
ing, and through these, by the use of his immense store of 
original material, to prepare a social history of Virginia from 
the early seventeenth Century down to the end of the first 
quarter of the Nineteenth. His papers have been given to the 
Valentine Museum, but the combination of his great knowl- 
edge, acute mind and love of truth and history will be hard 
to replace. 

Captain Marion J. Dimmock, whose death occurred only 
a few days ago, was a gallant Confederate officer, a distin- 
guished architect and a much beloved and highly accomplished 
Christian gentleman. 

Jamestown Island. 

It has been the custom of our President for some years 
past to refer briefly to the works of the Association for the 
Preservation of Virginia Antiquities. While the work of that 
Association during the past year had no features of especial 
interest, the fact that this report was not prepared by our late 
President enables us to make a statement which would never 
have been made by him. 

The very striking statue of John Smith, now at James- 
town, and which unhappily could not be unveiled in his life- 
time, was the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bryan. 

Election of Officers. 

The next business was the election of officers, and, on 
motion, the Chairman appointed a Nominating Committee, 
composed of Messrs. Wm. Ellis Jones, Wm. Clayton Tor- 
rence, and Kirkwood Mitchell. 
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The Committee brought in the following nominations: 

President — ^W. Gordon McCabe. 

Vice-Presidents — Archer Anderson, Edward V. Valentine, 
Lyon G. Tyler. 

Corresponding Secretary and Librarian — William G. Stan- 
ard. 

Recording Secretary — David C. Richardson. 

Treasurer — Robert A. Lancaster, Jr. 

Executive Committee — C. V. Meredith, B. B. Munford, C. 
W. Kent, W. Meade Clark, A. C. Gordon, S. S. P. Patteson, 
S. H. Yonge, Wm. H. Palmer, Rt. Rev. A. M. Randolph, 
John Stewart Bryan, Daniel Grinnan, and John Peyton Mc- 
Guire, Jr. 

Ex-Governor A. J. Montague was asked to take the Chair, 
and on the question being put, the persons named were 
unanimously elected. 

The new President then resumed the Chair and in return- 
ing thanks, paid a tender and beautiful tribute to his prede- 
cessor, the late Joseph Bryan. 

Mr. E. V. Valentine moved the thanks of the Society to 
Dr. Stephens. 

The vote was given amidst applause. 

Then, on motion, the meeting adjourned. 
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